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“In this age, just prior to the second coming of Christ in the clouds of heaven, God calls
for men who will prepare a people to stand in the great day of the Lord.” SW 3/21/1905

“WATCH THEREFORE
FOR YOU DO NOT KNOW WHAT HOUR YOUR LORD IS COMING”
(Matthew 24:42)
(The following is an excerpt from a longer article by Ellen White entitled,
“Worldliness in the Church,” found in Testimonies for the Church Vol. 2, pages 183198. Quoted here are pages 190-193.)
Jesus has left us word: “Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the Master of
the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning: lest
coming suddenly He find you sleeping. And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch.”
[Mark 13:35-37.] We are waiting and watching for the return of the Master, who is to
bring the morning, lest coming suddenly He find us sleeping. What time is here referred
to? Not to the revelation of Christ in the clouds of heaven to find a people asleep. No;
but to His return from His ministration in the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary,
when He lays off His priestly attire and clothes Himself with garments of vengeance,
and when the mandate goes forth: “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he
which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still;
and he that is holy, let him be holy still.”
When Jesus ceases to plead for man, the cases of all are forever decided. This
is the time of reckoning with His servants. To those who have neglected the preparation
of purity and holiness, which fits them to be waiting ones to welcome their Lord, the sun
sets in gloom and darkness, and rises not again. Probation closes; Christ's
intercessions cease in heaven. This time finally comes suddenly upon all, and those
who have neglected to purify their souls by obeying the truth are found sleeping. They
became weary of waiting and watching; they became indifferent in regard to the coming
of their Master. They longed not for His appearing, and thought there was no need of
such continued, persevering watching. They had been disappointed in their
expectations and might be again. They concluded that there was time enough yet to
arouse. They would be sure not to lose the opportunity of securing an earthly treasure.
It would be safe to get all of this world they could. And in securing this object, they lost
all anxiety and interest in the appearing of the Master. They became indifferent and
careless, as though His coming were yet in the distance. But while their interest was

buried up in their worldly gains, the work closed in the heavenly sanctuary, and they
were unprepared.
If such had only known that the work of Christ in the heavenly sanctuary would
close so soon, how differently would they have conducted themselves, how earnestly
would they have watched! The Master, anticipating all this, gives them timely warning in
the command to watch. He distinctly states the suddenness of His coming. He does not
measure the time, lest we shall neglect a momentary preparation, and in our indolence
look ahead to the time when we think He will come, and defer the preparation. “Watch
ye therefore: for ye know not.” Yet this foretold uncertainty, and suddenness at last,
fails to rouse us from stupidity to earnest wakefulness, and to quicken our watchfulness
for our expected Master. Those not found waiting and watching are finally surprised in
their unfaithfulness. The Master comes, and instead of their being ready to open unto
Him immediately, they are locked in worldly slumber, and are lost at last.
A company was presented before me in contrast to the one described. They
were waiting and watching. Their eyes were directed heavenward, and the words of
their Master were upon their lips: “What I say unto you I say unto all, Watch.” “Watch ye
therefore: for ye know not when the Master of the house cometh, at even, or at
midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning: lest coming suddenly He find you
sleeping.” The Lord intimates a delay before the morning finally dawns. But He would
not have them give way to weariness, nor relax their earnest watchfulness, because the
morning does not open upon them as soon as they expected. The waiting ones were
represented to me as looking upward. They were encouraging one another by repeating
these words: “The first and second watches are past. We are in the third watch, waiting
and watching for the Master's return. There remains but a little period of watching now.”
I saw some becoming weary; their eyes were directed downward, and they were
engrossed with earthly things, and were unfaithful in watching. They were saying: “In
the first watch we expected our Master, but were disappointed. We thought surely He
would come in the second watch, but that passed, and He came not. We may be again
disappointed. We need not be so particular. He may not come in the following watch.
We are in the third watch, and now we think it best to lay up our treasure on the earth,
that we may be secure against want.” Many were sleeping, stupefied with the cares of
this life and allured by the deceitfulness of riches from their waiting, watching position.
Angels were represented to me as looking on with intense interest to mark the
appearance of the weary yet faithful watchers, lest they be too sorely tried, and sink
under the toil and hardships made doubly severe because their brethren had been
diverted from their watch, and become drunk with worldly cares and beguiled by worldly
prosperity. These heavenly angels grieved that those who were once watching should,
by their indolence and unfaithfulness, increase the trial and burdens of those who were
earnestly and perseveringly endeavoring to maintain their waiting, watching position.
I saw that it was impossible to have the affections and interests engrossed in
worldly cares, to be increasing earthly possessions, and yet be in a waiting, watching
position, as our Saviour has commanded. Said the angel: “They can secure but one
world. In order to acquire the heavenly treasure, they must sacrifice the earthly. They
cannot have both worlds.” I saw how necessary a continuance of faithfulness in
watching was in order to escape the delusive snares of Satan. He leads those who
should be waiting and watching, to take an advance step toward the world; they have
no intention of going further, but that one step removed them that much further from
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Jesus, and made it easier to take the next; and thus step after step is taken toward the
world, until all the difference between them and the world is a profession, a name only.
They have lost their peculiar, holy character, and there is nothing except their
profession to distinguish them from the lovers of the world around them.
I saw that watch after watch was in the past. Because of this, should there be a
lack of vigilance? Oh, no! There is the greater necessity of unceasing watchfulness, for
now the moments are fewer than before the passing of the first watch. Now the period
of waiting is necessarily shorter than at first. If we watched with unabated vigilance
then, how much more need of double watchfulness in the second watch. The passing of
the second watch has brought us to the third, and now it is inexcusable to abate our
watchfulness. The third watch calls for threefold earnestness. To become impatient now
would be to lose all our earnest, persevering watching heretofore. The long night of
gloom is trying; but the morning is deferred in mercy, because if the Master should
come, so many would be found unready. God's unwillingness to have His people perish
has been the reason for so long delay. But the coming of the morning to the faithful,
and of the night to the unfaithful, is right upon us. By waiting and watching, God's
people are to manifest their peculiar character, their separation from the world. By our
watching position we are to show that we are truly strangers and pilgrims upon the
earth. The difference between those who love the world and those who love Christ is so
plain as to be unmistakable. While worldlings are all earnestness and ambition to
secure earthly treasure, God's people are not conformed to the world, but show by their
earnest, watching, waiting position that they are transformed; that their home is not in
this world, but that they are seeking a better country, even a heavenly.

EQUIPMENT AND PROVISIONS NEEDED FOR THE SURVIVAL PRIORITIES
On the following page is a flow-chart based on the Survival Priorities. Assuming
you are wearing adequate clothing, it shows what would be necessary to be able to
provide each of the Priorities in a wilderness survival setting —and, what would be
needed in order to have these necessary items. ‘Equipment,’ refers to ‘tools’ that can
be used over and over again. ‘Provisions,’ for the most part, describes thing that get
‘used up’ as they are used, and therefore would best be gathered and/or crafted from
nature —otherwise your pack is going to be extremely heavy! (Digging Sticks,
Toothbrushes, Hair Brushes, Baskets and certain aspects of Shelter, have also been
included here as ‘Provisions,’ because although they can be used over and over again,
with the proper ‘tools’ they can relatively easily be gathered and/or made in nature.)
This chart also shows which skills you should be sure to learn, such as: shelter
building, wood carving, fire building, plant identification, and primitive cooking. Also note
which ‘equipment’ items are listed over and over again as needed in order to make
other necessary items —be sure to included these in your survival kit! And, keep in
mind that about one third of your time is spent in bed. So even though Bedding is only
listed once or twice, be sure to also have adequate bedding in your kit.

“Preparing to Stand”

Jim Buller
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