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“In this age, just prior to the second coming of Christ in the clouds of heaven, God calls
 for men who will prepare a people to stand in the great day of the Lord.” SW 3/21/1905

WHY THE LORD WAITS

by Mrs. E. G. White.
Review and Herald, July 21, 1896

The blessing of God cannot come upon those who are idlers in his vineyard.
Professed Christians who do nothing, neutralize the efforts of real workers by their
influence and example. They make the grand and important truths they profess to
believe, appear inconsistent, and cause them to have no effect. They misrepresent the
character of Christ. How can God let the showers of His grace come upon the churches
that are largely composed of this kind of members? They are of no manner of use in
the work of God. How can the Master say to such, "Well done, thou good and faithful
servant: . . . enter thou into the joy of thy Lord," when they have been neither good nor
faithful? God cannot speak a falsehood. The power of the grace of God cannot be
given in large measure to the churches. It would dishonor His own glorious character to
let streams of grace come upon the people who will not wear the yoke of Christ, who
will not bear His burdens, who will not deny self, who will not lift the cross of Christ.
Because of their slothfulness they are a hindrance to those who would move out in the
work if they did not block up the way. God calls not for an empty charity that is but a
name, but for liberal, open-handed charity. The liberality of God demands that His
people render to Him his own in tithes and gifts and offerings. There are many who
possess an empty benevolence, who make no retrenchments, practice no self-denial or
self sacrifice. They leave that for some one else to do; but God calls for men who,
through faith and prayer, will give themselves to the work; who will study, who will plan,
and unite with their plans, self-denial and self-sacrifice. This is the only kind of liberality
that is after the order of Christ, and which will redound to the honor and glory of God.
Until this benevolence is brought into active exercise, God's blessing cannot come upon
His people in its fulness and power.

Every truly converted soul will be intensely desirous to bring others from the
darkness of error into the marvelous light of the righteousness of Jesus Christ. The
great outpouring of the Spirit of God, which lightens the whole earth with his glory, will
not come until we have an enlightened people, that know by experience what it means
to be laborers together with God. When we have entire, whole-hearted consecration to
the service of Christ, God will recognize the fact by an outpouring of his Spirit without



-2-

measure; but this will not be while the largest portion of the church are not laborers
together with God. God cannot pour out his Spirit when selfishness and self-indulgence
are so manifest; when a spirit prevails that, if put into words, would express that answer
of Cain,—"Am I my brother's keeper?" If the truth for this time, if the signs that are
thickening on every hand, that testify that the end of all things is at hand, are not
sufficient to arouse the sleeping energy of those who profess to know the truth, then
darkness proportionate to the light which has been shining will overtake these souls.
There is not the semblance of an excuse for their indifference that they will be able to
present to God in the great day of final reckoning. There will be no reason to offer as to
why they did not live and walk and work in the light of the sacred truth of the word of
God, and thus reveal to a sin-darkened world, through their conduct, their sympathy,
and their zeal, that the power and reality of the gospel could not be controverted.

It is not the ministers alone, but the laymen, who are not contributing all that they
can to persuade men, by precept and example, to accept the saving grace of Christ.
With skill and tact, with wisdom received from above, they should persuade men to
behold the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of the world. When the hearts of the
believers are warm with the love for God, they will do a continual work for Jesus. They
will manifest the meekness of Christ, and display a steadfast purpose that will not fail
nor be discouraged. God will use humble men to do His work; for there is a large
vineyard calling for laborers. "Why stand ye here all the day idle?"

Christ pronounced a woe upon the cities and the people who had been favored
with His labors, who had witnessed His gracious works, and listened to His gracious
words, and had failed to repent. To those who made a great profession of godliness
while failing to bring forth corresponding works, He gave his most scathing rebukes. To
the Pharisees He said, "Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay
tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law,
judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other
undone." The mercy and love of God will flow forth from the lips of those in whose
hearts abide the mercy and love of God. "Then began He to upbraid the cities wherein
most of His mighty works were done, because they repented not: Woe unto thee,
Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which were done in you,
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and
ashes. But I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of
judgment, than for you. And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be
brought down to hell: for if the mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been
done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. But I say unto you, That it shall
be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for thee."

If those who have had great light will not respond to the invitation to become
laborers with God, then God will take and use those who have had far less light and
much fewer opportunities. Those who will work out their own salvation with fear and
trembling, will realize that it is God that worketh in them, to will and to do of His own
pleasure. There should be thousands fully awake and in earnest in the work of God,
who should be bright and shining lights. There should be thousands who know the time
in which we are living, and who wait not to be urged, but who are constrained by the
power of God to diffuse light, to open to others the truth that is so distinctly revealed in
the word of God. There is no time to lose. Men and women should be ministering in
unenlightened communities in regions beyond. After they have awakened an interest,
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they should find the living preacher who is skillful in the presentation of the truth, and
qualified to instruct families in the word of God. Women who have the cause of God at
heart can do a good work in the districts in which they reside. Christ speaks of women
who helped him in presenting the truth before others, and Paul also speaks of women
who labored with him in the gospel. But how very limited is the work done by those who
could do a large work if they would! There are families that have means which they
could use for God's glory in going to distant lands to let their light shine forth in good
works to those who need help. Why do not men and women engage in the missionary
work, following the example of Christ?

But we can say nothing more than to repeat what has been said. Instruction has
been given, but how few have acted upon it! How few have been sufficiently interested
to go without the camp bearing the reproach of Christ! God calls for personal effort from
those that know the truth. He calls for Christian families to go into communities that are
in darkness and error, to go into foreign fields, to become acquainted with a new class
of society, and to work wisely and perseveringly for the cause of the Master. To answer
this call, self sacrifice must be experienced. While many are waiting to have every
obstacle removed, souls are dying without hope and without God in the world. Many,
very many, for the sake of worldly advantage, for the sake of acquiring knowledge of
the sciences, will venture into pestilential regions, and will go into countries where they
think they can obtain commercial advantage; but where are the men and women who
will change their location, and move their families into regions that are in need of the
light of the truth, in order that their example may tell upon those who shall see in them
the representatives of Christ?

The Macedonian cry is coming from every quarter of the world, and men are
saying, "Come over, . . . and help us," and why is there not a decided response?
Thousands ought to be constrained by the Spirit of Christ to follow the example of Him
who has given His life for the life of the world. Why decline to make decided,
self-denying efforts, in order to instruct those who know not the truth for this time? The
chief Missionary came to our world, and He has gone before us to show us the way in
which we should work. No one can mark out a precise line for those who would be
witnesses for Christ. Those who have means are doubly responsible; for this means
has been entrusted to them of God, and they are to feel their accountability to forward
the work of God in its various branches. The fact that the truth binds souls by its golden
links to the throne of God, should inspire men to work with all their God-given energy, to
trade upon their Lord's goods in regions beyond, disseminating the knowledge of Christ
far hence among the Gentiles.

Many to whom God has entrusted means with which to bless humanity, have let
it prove a snare to them, instead of letting it prove a blessing to themselves and others.
Can it be that the property that God has given you shall be permitted to become a
stumbling-block? Will you let His entrusted means, which has been given you to trade
upon, bind you away from the work of God? Will you allow the trust which God has
reposed in you as His faithful steward, serve to lessen your influence and usefulness,
by keeping you from being laborers together with God? Will you permit yourself to be
detained at home, in order to hold together the means which God has entrusted to you
to put into the bank of heaven? You cannot plead that there is nothing to do; for there is
everything to do. Will you be content to enjoy the comforts of your home, and not try to
tell perishing souls how they may obtain the mansions Christ has gone to prepare for
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those who love him? Will you not sacrifice your possessions, in order that others may
obtain an immortal inheritance?

What are the principles of the law of God? "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and . . . thy neighbor as thyself." Every soul that obeys the first four
commandments, will obey the last six commandments, and make manifest what is the
duty of man to his fellow men. He will manifest tender, pitying love toward every one for
whom Christ has died. He will consecrate himself to be a missionary, to be a laborer
together with God. All who have the Spirit of Christ are missionaries; for they derive zeal
and energy from the chief Missionary. They will have the wisdom that comes from God,
which is neither a blind impetuosity nor a cold, calculating Phariseeism, but springs
from trust in God. "The wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,
and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without
hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace."

What can the universe of heaven think of those who profess to believe that
Jesus Christ is the world's only hope of salvation, when they do so little to make Him
known to those who are in the darkness of error? In the great day when every case is
decided for eternity, how enormous will seem the guilt of those who have failed to warn
their associates in probationary time of the doom that awaits those who neglect so great
salvation. What a revelation will then be made of what professed Christians might have
done, and did not do! How many souls will they see that might have been saved
through their instrumentality had they been laborers together with God! Many who
profess to love God seem to be enclosed in an icy atmosphere, and the love of Christ
has never melted their souls. The Lord Jesus says, "Bring ye all the tithes into the
storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith
the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a
blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the
devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall
your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the Lord of hosts. And all
nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lord of
hosts." 

HYGIENE ITEMS FROM NATURE

Brushing Teeth
Make a ‘twig toothbrush’ by peeling one end

of a willow twig. Then place the tip on a rock, and
smash it with your digging stick or another rock. For
toothpaste, you can do like the early Americans did, and use powdered charcoal,
leaving your mouth and breath clean and sweet. Charcoal actually rinses out quite well,
so don’t worry about it leaving your teeth black.

Hair Brush
A simple hair brush can be made from a bundle of peeled twigs. Choose your

twigs from a tree or shrub that has thin stiff twigs that do not break easily. There are
some springy roots can also be used. Wrap and tie the bundle together with some
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cordage. If the peeled twigs are smooth and slippery, and want to come out of the
cordage wrapping, make some ‘glue’ from pine pitch mixed with powered charcoal, and
glue the bundle together, cordage wrap and all.

Deoderant
Native hunters would sometimes cover their bodies with ashes to mask the

human sent. Thus ashes can be used for deodorant. Although it might not ‘last all day,’
it does work. Collect the cool grey ashes from around the edges of the fire pit, or wait
until the fire has gone out.

Hand Sanitizer
Sagebrush, and many of the evergreens, contain natural antiseptics and can be

used for hand sanitizers. Just crush a few leaves or needles in your hands and rub
them together.

Soap
Some plants, like Soap Root, Clematis, Buck Brush, and the Yuccas, can

provide natural soaps. Although these natural soaps usually don't make a lot of lather,
they do work —and they make good ‘shampoo’ too. Crush the roots, stems, or leaves to
release the soapy juices. But don’t use these soaps, or soapy plants in the streams, as
they are harmful to the fish. Even though they may be biodegradable, they will pollute
the water until they break down, which may be several months.  Always use all soaps
away from the streams or lakes so it will have a chance to biodegrade in the soil before
it gets washed into the water.

Bathing
The simplest way to wash your body is to take a ‘dip’ in the creek. You may want

to do so during the warmest part of the day, rather than in the cooler mornings or
evenings —thus working with nature rather than against it. However, it is a good idea to
go to bed clean, so if it is too cold in the evening to get completely in, you can wash one
body part at a time with your bandanna or scarf, then dry off, and cover up before
washing the next part. It is always a good
practice to wash downstream from where you
get your drinking water. You can make a wash
basin by lining a pit with plastic or a tarp.
Carry water up from the creek to fill the basin,
warming it in your cook pot if you choose, to
take a warm ‘sponge bath.’

Washing Clothes
Clothing can be washed by rinsing them in water then spread them out to dry on

bushes or warm rocks.

Washing Dishes
Do not wash dirty cooking utensils in streams or lakes as the food and creosote,

(that black sticky stuff on the outside of pots after cooking over an open fire), will pollute
the water. Even though the food may be biodegradable, it will pollute the water until it
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does break down, which could take several months. And no, the fish do not eat it either.
If it is practical, make a wash basin with a corner of a tarp, as described earlier.
Otherwise, dip your cup or cook pot in the water, filling it about half full, then grab a
handful of sand, (or use some snake-grass,) and carry these back away from the
water's edge to wash your dishes. If you need additional water, go back and dip up
some more, but be sure to dump out all wash and rinse water well back from the
water's edge so the refuse will have a chance to biodegrade in the soil, rather than
pollute the water. Better yet bury it as you would human waste.

Wilderness Sanitation

Choose a place outside the camp where you can go to relieve yourself. 
You must carry a pointed stick as a part of your equipment.  When you go
outside to squat, dig a hole with it.  When you're done, cover up your
excrement.  The Lord your God moves around in your camp to protect you
and hand your enemies over to you.  So your camp must always be holy. 
This way, the Lord will never see anything offensive among you and turn
away from you. (Deuteronomy 23:12-14 GOD'S WORD)

Unfortunately some people have never learned what cats know from birth. So
follow this simple Biblical counsel. Choose a hidden spot, the fertilizer you leave behind
is one way of leaving the area better than you found it, so choose your spot with this in
mind. Use your digging stick, or another stick or rock to dig out a hole about the size of
a person’s head. If the area is too rocky to dig in, turn over an appropriate sized rock
and use the cavity underneath it. Squat over the hole to do your ‘business,’ and then
cover it up, or replace the rock. It is probably not a good idea to use your digging stick
to covering things up however, as you don’t want to risk contaminating it. 

Being away from the ‘normal’ sanitation facilities in the wilderness can be a
challenge, both physically and mentally for some people. It is important that you work
through any uneasiness you may have with going to the bathroom out in nature. Some
have been so uncomfortable with the idea that they have just ‘held it,’ getting quite sick
in the process, in some cases even requiring hospitalization. Although ‘going behind a
bush’ has been common practice for millions of people throughout history, for many of
us nowadays it seems to be a major hurdle, and may very well be part being
“accustomed” to “privation and hardship.” (Please see “An Impressive Dream” in
Testimonies for the Church Vol. 2, pages 594-597.)

Toilet Paper Substitutes
The classic ‘toilet paper substitute’ is leaves. Look for large strong leaves. Even

dead leaves can work. But be sure to use several, as they may have a tendency to
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‘break through.’ It pays to know your plants, as you don’t want to use poison ivy, poison
oak, stinging nettles, or other skin irritating plants! Some have used these, with
disastrous result! On the other hand, soft mosses also work good. And if it holds
together, snow can work too. Although it may seem harsh at first, smooth rounded
stones also actually work quite well.

“Preparing to Stand” Jim Buller www.preparingtostand.org


