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“In this age, just prior to the second coming of Christ in the clouds of heaven, God calls
for men who will prepare a people to stand in the great day of the Lord.” SW 3-21-1905
SELECTED ELLEN WHITE QUOTATIONS ON COUNTRY LIVING
1. Country Living, pages 9-10, (Letter 5, 1904; also on 2SM 141)
Again and again the Lord has instructed that our people are to take their families
away from the cities, into the country, where they can raise their own provisions; for in
the future the problem of buying and selling will be a very serious one. We should now
begin to heed the instruction given us over and over again: Get out of the cities into
rural districts, where the houses are not crowded closely together, and where you will
be free from the interference of enemies.
2. Testimonies for the Church Vol. 6, page 195, (Country Living, page 12)
Before the overflowing scourge shall come upon the dwellers of the earth, the
Lord calls upon all who are Israelites indeed to prepare for that event. To parents He
sends the warning cry, Gather your children into your own houses; gather them away
from those who are disregarding the commandments of God, who are teaching and
practicing evil. Get out of the large cities as fast as possible. Establish church schools.
Give your children the Word of God as the foundation of all their education.
3. Fundamentals of Christian Education, page 326, (Country Living, page 13)
Send the children to schools located in the city, where every phase of temptation
is waiting to attract and demoralize them, and the work of character building is tenfold
harder for both parents and children.
4. Country Living, page 24, (Manuscript 50, 1903)
The time has come, when, as God opens the way, families should move out of
the cities. The children should be taken into the country. The parents should get as
suitable a place as their means will allow. Though the dwelling may be small, yet there
should be land in connection with it, that may be cultivated.
5. Review and Herald, Sept. 27, 1906, (CL 24-25)
More and more, as time advances, our people will have to leave the cities. For
years we have been instructed that our brethren and sisters, and especially families
with children, should plan to leave the cities as the way opens before them to do so.
Many will have to labor earnestly to help open the way. But until it is possible for them

to leave, so long as they remain, they should be most active in doing missionary work,
however limited their sphere of influence may be.
6. Country Living, page 12-13, (Manuscript 76, 1905)
Let children no longer be exposed to the temptations of the cities that are ripe for
destruction. The Lord has sent us warning and counsel to get out of the cities. Then let
us make no more investments in the cities. Fathers and mothers, how do you regard
the souls of your children? Are you preparing the members of your families for
translation into the heavenly courts? Are you preparing them to become members of
the royal family? children of the heavenly King? "What shall it profit a man, if he shall
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?" How will ease, comfort, convenience,
compare with the value of the souls of your children?
7. Country Living, page 13, (Manuscript 76, 1905)
There is not one family in a hundred who will be improved physically, mentally, or
spiritually, by residing in the city. Faith, hope, love, happiness, can far better be gained
in retired places, where there are fields and hills and trees. Take your children away
from the sights and sounds of the city, away from the rattle and din of streetcars and
teams, and their minds will become more healthy. It will be found easier to bring home
to their hearts the truth of the Word of God.
8. Country Living, page 24, (also on 2SM 360)
God will help His people to find such homes outside the cities.
9. Country Living, pages 13-14, (Manuscript 85, 1908)
Let parents understand that the training of their children is an important work in
the saving of souls. In country places abundant useful exercise will be found in doing
those things that need to be done, and which will give physical health by developing
nerve and muscle. Out of the cities is my message for the education of our children.
God gave to our first parents the means of true education when He instructed
them to till the soil and care for their Garden home. After sin came in, through
disobedience to the Lord's requirements, the work to be done in cultivating the ground
was greatly multiplied, for the earth, because of the curse, brought forth weeds and
thistles. But the employment itself was not given because of sin. The great Master
Himself blessed the work of tilling the soil.
It is Satan's purpose to attract men and women to the cities, and to gain his
object he invents every kind of novelty and amusement, every kind of excitement. And
the cities of the earth today are becoming as were the cities before the Flood.
We should carry a continual burden as we see the fulfillment of the words of
Christ, "As the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be."
Matthew 24:37. In the days before the Flood, every kind of amusement was invented to
lead men and women to forgetfulness and sin. Today, in 1908, Satan is working with
intensity, that the same conditions of evil shall prevail. And the earth is becoming
corrupt. Religious liberty will be little respected by professing Christians, for many of
them have no understanding of spiritual things.
We cannot fail to see that the end of the world is soon to come. Satan is working
upon the minds of men and women, and many seem filled with a desire for amusement
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and excitement. As it was in the days of Noah, every kind of evil is on the increase.
Divorce and marriage is the order of the time. At such a time as this, the people who
are seeking to keep the commandments of God should look for retired places away
from the cities. . . .
Who will be warned? We say again, Out of the cities. Do not consider it a great
deprivation, that you must go into the hills and mountains, but seek for that retirement
where you can be alone with God, to learn His will and way. . . .
I urge our people to make it their lifework to seek for spirituality. Christ is at the
door. This is why I say to our people, Do not consider it a privation when you are called
to leave the cities and move out into the country places. Here there await rich blessings
for those who will grasp them. By beholding the scenes of nature, the works of the
Creator, by studying God's handiwork, imperceptibly you will be changed into the same
image.
10. Patriarchs and Prophets, page 81-2
For some time the two classes remained separate. The race of Cain, spreading
from the place of their first settlement, dispersed over the plains and valleys where the
children of Seth had dwelt; and the latter, in order to escape from their contaminating
influence, withdrew to the mountains, and there made their home. So long as this
separation continued, they maintained the worship of God in its purity.
11. Country Living, page 7, (also on 7T 83)
The ungodly cities of our world are to be swept away by the besom of
destruction. In the calamities that are now befalling immense buildings and large
portions of cities, God is showing us what will come upon the whole earth.
12. Country Living, page 11, (also on 2SM 142)
But erelong there will be such strife and confusion in the cities, that those who
wish to leave them will not be able. We must be preparing for these issues.
13. Desire of Ages, page 330
There are many whose hearts are aching under a load of care because they
seek to reach the world's standard. They have chosen its service, accepted its
perplexities, adopted its customs. Thus their character is marred, and their life made a
weariness. In order to gratify ambition and worldly desires, they wound the conscience,
and bring upon themselves an additional burden of remorse. The continual worry is
wearing out the life forces. Our Lord desires them to lay aside this yoke of bondage. He
invites them to accept His yoke; He says, "My yoke is easy, and My burden is light." He
bids them seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and His promise is that
all things needful to them for this life shall be added. Worry is blind, and cannot discern
the future; but Jesus sees the end from the beginning. In every difficulty He has His way
prepared to bring relief. Our heavenly Father has a thousand ways to provide for us, of
which we know nothing. Those who accept the one principle of making the service and
honor of God supreme will find perplexities vanish, and a plain path before their feet.
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14. Ministry of Healing, pages 365-366, (Country Living, page 14.)
An expensive dwelling, elaborate furnishings, display, luxury, and ease, do not
furnish the conditions essential to a happy, useful life. Jesus came to this earth to
accomplish the greatest work ever accomplished among men. He came as God's
ambassador, to show us how to live so as to secure life's best results. What were the
conditions chosen by the infinite Father for His Son? A secluded home in the Galilean
hills; a household sustained by honest, self-respecting labor; a life of simplicity; daily
conflict with difficulty and hardship; self-sacrifice, economy, and patient, gladsome
service; the hour of study at His mother's side, with the open scroll of Scripture; the
quiet of dawn or twilight in the green valley; the holy ministries of nature; the study of
creation and providence; and the soul's communion with God, —these were the
conditions and opportunities of the early life of Jesus.
15. Ministry of Healing, page 47
Jesus did not seek to attract the people to Him by gratifying the desire for luxury.
... The Saviour has not promised His followers the luxuries of the world.
16. Country Living, page 20 (Australasian Union Conference Record, July 28, 1899.)
But everything that is done should be done with the greatest simplicity. There is
to be no extravagance in anything. Solid work is to be done, because, unless the work
is done solidly, a slipshod experience is the result.
17. Ministry of Healing, pages 190-191
If the poor now crowded into the cities could find homes upon the land, they
might not only earn a livelihood, but find health and happiness now unknown to them.
Hard work, simple fare, close economy, often hardship and privation, would be their lot.
But what a blessing would be theirs in leaving the city, with its enticements to evil, its
turmoil and crime, misery and foulness, for the country's quiet and peace and purity.
18. Ministry of Healing, page 192
There are multitudes of poor families for whom no better missionary work could
be done than to assist them in settling on the land and in learning how to make it yield
them a livelihood.
19. Fundamentals of Christian Education, page 325, ("Sp Test on Ed," Feb, 1894)
The people should learn as far as possible to depend upon the products that
they can obtain from the soil.
20. Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 6, pages 178-179, (Country Living pages 17-18)
If the land is cultivated, it will, with the blessing of God, supply our necessities.
We are not to be discouraged about temporal things because of apparent failures, nor
should we be disheartened by delay. We should work the soil cheerfully, hopefully,
gratefully, believing that the earth holds in her bosom rich stores for the faithful worker
to garner, stores richer than gold or silver. The niggardliness laid to her charge is false
witness. With proper, intelligent cultivation the earth will yield its treasures for the
benefit of man. The mountains and hills are changing; the earth is waxing old like a
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garment; but the blessing of God, which spreads a table for His people in the
wilderness, will never cease.
Serious times are before us, and there is great need for families to get out of the
cities into the country, that the truth may be carried into the byways as well as the
highways of the earth. Much depends upon laying our plans according to the Word of
the Lord, and with persevering energy carrying them out. More depends upon
consecrated activity and perseverance than upon genius and book-learning. All the
talents and ability given to human agents, if unused, are of little value.
21. Fundamentals of Christian Education, page 326-327, ("Sp Test on Ed," Feb, 1894)
The earth is to be made to give forth its strength; but without the blessing of God
it could do nothing. In the beginning, God looked upon all that He had made, and
pronounced it very good. The curse was brought upon the earth in consequence of sin.
But shall this curse be multiplied by increasing sin? Ignorance is doing its baleful work.
Slothful servants are increasing the evil by their lazy habits. Many are unwilling to earn
their bread by the sweat of their brow, and they refuse to till the soil. But the earth has
blessings hidden in her depths for those who have courage and will and perseverance
to gather her treasures. Fathers and mothers who possess a piece of land and a
comfortable home are kings and queens.
Many farmers have failed to secure adequate returns from their land because
they have undertaken the work as though it was a degrading employment; they do not
see that there is a blessing in it for themselves and their families. All they can discern is
the brand of servitude. Their orchards are neglected, the crops are not put in at the right
season, and a mere surface work is done in cultivating the soil. Many neglect their
farms in order to keep holidays and to attend horse races and betting clubs; their
money is expended in shows and lotteries and idleness, and then they plead that they
cannot obtain money to cultivate the soil and improve their farms; but had they more
money, the result would still be the same.
22. Evangelism, page 78, (Manuscript 94, 1903)
When iniquity abounds in a nation, there is always to be heard some voice giving
warning and instruction, as the voice of Lot was heard in Sodom. Yet Lot could have
preserved his family from many evils had he not made his home in this wicked, polluted
city. All that Lot and his family did in Sodom could have been done by them, even if
they had lived in a place some distance away from the city. Enoch walked with God,
and yet he did not live in the midst of any city polluted with every kind of violence and
wickedness, as did Lot in Sodom.
23. S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 1, page 1087-1088, (Manuscript 42, 1900)
He [Enoch] did not make his abode with the wicked. He did not locate in Sodom,
thinking to save Sodom. He placed himself and his family where the atmosphere would
be as pure as possible. Then at times he went forth to the inhabitants of the world with
his God-given message. Every visit he made to the world was painful to him. He saw
and understood something of the leprosy of sin. After proclaiming his message, he
always took back with him to his place of retirement some who had received the
warning. Some of these became overcomers, and died before the Flood came. But
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some had lived so long in the corrupting influence of sin that they could not endure
righteousness.
24.. Country Living, page 29-30, (Letter 182, 1902)
As far as possible, our institutions should be located away from the cities. We
must have workers for these institutions, and if they are located in the city, that means
that families of our people must settle near them. But it is not God's will that His people
shall settle in the cities, where there is constant turmoil and confusion. Their children
should be spared this; for the whole system is demoralized by the hurry and rush and
noise. The Lord desires His people to move into the country, where they can settle on
the land, and raise their own fruit and vegetables, and where their children can be
brought in direct contact with the works of God in nature. Take your families away from
the cities is my message.
The truth must be spoken, whether men will hear, or whether men will forbear.
The cities are filled with temptation. We should plan our work in such a way as to keep
our young people as far as possible from this contamination.
The cities are to be worked from outposts. Said the messenger of God, “Shall
not the cities be warned? Yes; not by God's people living in them, but by their visiting
them, to warn them of what is coming upon the earth.”
25. Country Living, page 6, (Review and Herald, Dec. 11, 1900)
I could not sleep past two o'clock this morning. During the night season I was in
council. I was pleading with some families to avail themselves of God's appointed
means, and get away from the cities to save their children. Some were loitering, making
no determined efforts.
The angels of mercy hurried Lot and his wife and daughters by taking hold of
their hands. Had Lot hastened as the Lord desired him to, his wife would not have
become a pillar of salt. Lot had too much of a lingering spirit. Let us not be like him. The
same voice that warned Lot to leave Sodom bids us, "Come out from among them, and
be ye separate, . . . and touch not the unclean." Those who obey this warning will find a
refuge. Let every man be wide awake for himself, and try to save his family. Let him gird
himself for the work. God will reveal from point to point what to do next.
Hear the voice of God through the apostle Paul: "Work out your own salvation
with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of His
good pleasure." Lot trod the plain with unwilling and tardy steps. He had so long
associated with evil workers that he could not see his peril until his wife stood on the
plain a pillar of salt forever.

“Preparing to Stand”

Jim Buller
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